BULLKETIN

OF CONCERNED ASIAN SCHOLARS

BCAS/Critical Asian Studies
www.bcasnet.org

Back issues of BCAS publications published on this site are
intended for non-commercial use only. Photographs and
other graphics that appear in articles are expressly not to be
reproduced other than for personal use. All rights reserved.

CONTENTS

Vol. 1, No. 1: May 1968

e Leigh Kagan - A Statement of Directions

» Jim Peck - Reflections on the Implications of the Vietham Caucus

*  Summary of Philadelphia Vietham Caucus Poll and Resolution Vote
e Leigh Kagan - Proposals

e Tom Engelhardt - Letter to the Committee on Fellowships

» Jon Livingston - Prospects for Graduate-Level Asian Studiesin
Canada

» Canada Questionnaire

e Mark Selden - A Call for Professional Soul-Searching
» National News Briefs

» TheEditors- A Note on Messy Details



CCAS Statement of Purpose

Critical Asian Studies continues to be inspired by the statement of purpose
formulated in 1969 by its parent organization, the Committee of Concerned
Asian Scholars (CCAS). CCAS ceased to exist as an organization in 1979,
but the BCAS board decided in 1993 that the CCAS Statement of Purpose
should be published in our journal at least once a year.

We first came together in opposition to the brutal aggression of
the United States in Vietham and to the complicity or silence of
our profession with regard to that policy. Those in the field of
Asian studies bear responsibility for the consequences of their
research and the political posture of their profession. We are
concerned about the present unwillingness of specialists to speak
out against the implications of an Asian policy committed to en-
suring American domination of much of Asia. We regject the le-
gitimacy of thisaim, and attempt to change this policy. We
recognize that the present structure of the profession has often
perverted scholarship and alienated many peoplein thefield.

The Committee of Concerned Asian Scholars seeksto develop a
humane and knowledgeable understanding of Asian societies
and their efforts to maintain cultural integrity and to confront
such problems as poverty, oppression, and imperialism. We real -
ize that to be students of other peoples, we must first understand
our relations to them.

CCAS wishesto create alternatives to the prevailing trendsin
scholarship on Asia, which too often spring from a parochial
cultural perspective and serve selfish interests and expansion-
ism. Our organization is designed to function as a catalyst, a
communications network for both Asian and Western scholars, a
provider of central resources for local chapters, and a commu-
nity for the development of anti-imperialist research.

Passed, 28-30 March 1969
Boston, Massachusetts
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A STATE x“”T CF.DIAECTICYS

¢

At a time when students uerceiye t*at virtvally all insti-
tutions-in America are failines them -- by commitments to voli-
tical and social oﬁilosophies manifestly irrelevant to current
problems of American society, and thus to students themselves--
it is hardly surprisinzs that they level this charge directly
against the educatioral institutions in which they find them-
selves. ‘Je hear the outcries of disillusioned and frustrated
undergraduates; and row by thre simple step of matriculation
into graduate schools and the happy -~ +«+*.. accident of
electing Asian Studles, studernts are bringirg to this profession,
its teachers and its students, their fundamental and totalistic
concerns. The field of Asian Studies, neither as a scapegoat
nor as a priesthood, but as vart and parcel of American society
and politics and of our individual lives, is due for a self-
conscious, probing, and uncompromising re-examination.

Two major and interrelated approaches to this re-examination
emerges scholarly and political. The scholarly facet embraces,
in its fullest, sense, the concept of education. It asks
questions such as: to what extent professors should be concerned
with issues politically and personally relevant to their students;
should graduate school be only a professional training period
or ouzht it not also be an intellectual community in which new
areas and perspectives in scholarship are pursued; what is the
actual relation of our educational institutions to the govern-
ment, and is this relationshin compatible with the iddals and
goals of education.

. Politically, we subwit that Asian scholars are, in fact,
involved in politics, that we acznowledge this, and that we
address ourselves to the issue of how we are going to be political.
This entails a willingness to transform the erudite results of
our seminars and “izh-level conferences into statements - intel-
lizible to the American publici it involves the necessary sim-
plification of scholarly arguments into more straightforward
positions on admittedly complex issues, and the introduction of
relevant human perspectives into overly abstract and "scientific®
analysis.,

Though gemerated in its initial stares by students and young
faculty, the call for a re-assessment of the rationale of our
profession, our scholarship, and our political role can be pursued
only by bringing these matters to the conscious level of every
member of the profession. This newsletter will serve as a forum
for the discussion and comrunication of these and other related
issued.

Leigh ¥Yagan
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REFLECTIONS ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE VIETNAM
CAUCUS
It is revealing that a Vietnam Caucus held in March 1968 should

end its meeting by beginning an evaluation of the professional "consdence"
of Asian scholars. That it tock this war to raise the latent problems
in the profession is itself a depressing commentary on the state of the
field, But the desire on the part of some individuals to create a nation-
wide inter-university student-faculty Committee of Concerned Asian
Scholars to pose and then seek to resolve these problems fulfills one

of the organizers' hopes.

If the efforts at Philadelphia to provide a forum for Asian scholars
to speak out en masse on the war was the immediate preoccupation,
the possible long range results are more important, For as attention
became focused on the multiple facets of the relationship between '""Asian
expertise' and the war, there was evident uneasiness about the financial
structures that support and influence the profession, concern over the
channeling of research to fill government needs, and uncertainty over the
relevance of expertise and of the scholar-intellectual to public affairs.,
If the caucus obtained an all but unanimous condemnation of American
policy in Vietnam, it did not reach wide agreement over the nature of
the profession's ills, Perhaps, however, this very lack of clarity indi-
cates the number of issues needing investigation and the paucity of thought
expended on themn by those who have dominated the fiecld up to now,

What struck me particularly, not least because of its present lack of
conceptualization, was a growing frustration among graduate students
over current educational practices and methods. It was not just a concern
over government financing or the channeling of talent. These, of course,
were mentioned often, but they tended to be only the surface manifestations
of an immensely complex problem, If only a vocal minority should feel -
that Asian studies in universities is something to be endured, not enjoyed;
if only a few were moved to an exasperated outcry against the much lauded
""objectivity" in historical method that, they felt, carried with it a host
of unexamined assumptions; if only a minority pleaded for a fundamental
re-evaluation of the role of a scholar in Asian studies as a citizen: this
nonetheless should give pause to the majority. For it indicates an effort
to grapple with problems that many still claim do not exist.

. True, there was a widespread and vague agreement that the univer-
sity should not be just an employment agency, an adjunct of corporations,
or an instrument of the government, If senior faculty members, none-
theless, were criticized with an excess of imagination and of moral passion
by their younger colleagues and students, this scemed a pleasant change
from the absence of either in their elders. In fact, wasn't there a reason
for passion and outrage? Why, only now, should financing reveal itsclf as
such a problem? Why, too, did those administrators and leaders in the
field, those most informed about the mechanics of financing, of cooperation
with CIA projects and government grants, need to be pushed at all? What,
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in shert, had been happzning over all theze yzars? iay had leaders
in the field not raised quecstions all along about the political posture
of their profession? Perhaps, as some of the juniors frequently
suggested, bacause they simply didn't recegnizz them as problemns.

Those in positions of authorily are viewed by students as avoiding
moral and political isstes by taking refuge in questions of conduct,
manners, and expertise. There were ' honest diffcrences of opinion
or '"'you have a point, but I strongly disapprove of the manner in
which you say it and your actions to correct it.'" Timec and again,

' youth' was reminded of its lack of that training and experience
which had made their elders such models of moderation and reason,
such paragons of political effectiveness and neutrality. It was pre-
cisely on the issue of political nsutrality that disagrcements were
strongest. ' No,' came the reply, ''your ncutrality is already a
political and moral stance, alrecady a posture that scems to me to
acquiesce to a policy and a situation. Even your teaching methods,
your demand for monographic studies that ignore the role of presup-
positions in analysis, help to make the field what it is today."

4n example might make some of the different opinions clearer:
the debate on the draft, While overwhelming support was given in
the Victnam caucus to individuals who refused cocperation with the
Celective Service system, this strongsupport hides, rather than
clarifics, the issue. What, after all, did support mean? When the
subject was brought up in mecting, there was invariably a conspicuous
silence. '"Well, yes, there is the draft, but let's return to relevant
issues, ' i.e. the setting up of another committece. The core of the
question, however, remained: was one rcally "pelitically objective’
in aiding the government and acsuming an "objective’ methodological
stance, while offering only platitudes of "support' for individuals
confronting the draft, as though the problem was in another world
from iCast Asian studies?

The conflicting roles of the critic, the intellectual, and the
expert as a citizen were called into question. It is ironic that students
nave turned to the leaders in the field and chargcd them for their
silence. For, in an effort to retain their political "effectiveness,"
East Asian experts have daintily danced around the complex inter-
relationships of morals and politics while U.S, senators in Washing-
ton subordinated political taci to moral, political, and often scholarly
condemnation of Amevica's Vietnam policy!

""But, really, what has the draft to do with all this?' That
question reflects, as well as any can, the split in opinion at Phila-
delphia. ' The expert can analyze, ycs, but finally he can't intercede
between the individual and his realtionship to the state, That is
not his task or problem. - "Well,' came the reply of the draft-age
graduate student, ‘' you and I live in different worlds., For me John
Locke is already a few centuries out of date, I'd rather start with
the assurnption that when your analysis of the Vietnam war all but
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defines an objectively exisiing situation that is immmoral, your retreat
into ' objectivity is hard to swallow. I don't expcect you to agrez
with my answer, but can't you at least sce the validity of the
question? Can't you seec that your '"objective" analysis all

too often has mcant a passive support of the policy? If the
draftable indivicual cannot avoid responsfbiliiy fer his conduct
by placing responsibility on the government, how can you?

Can't you see how interwoven moral and political qucstions
really are, how moral assumptions are a part of any political
analysis? You may think the draft question is not an important
one. All right, that is perfectly plausible., But can't you see¢
that the issues it raises are similar to the ones that exist in
your relationship to society, your wor,, your life? And if

you can't, how can a meaningful re-evaluation of the field

take place?’ OSo the argument went.

Given the division of opinion, agrecment over the nature
and direction of the new inter-university crganization was
impossible. But even without such unity there remained a
desire to re-evaluate the profession, its concepts of objecit
its influence and the influences that act upon it, That this
would be a thorough examination was doubiful ic come. But
at least we could lecave Fhiladelphia with a2 few hepes io
accompany the dupression that brought us to that city in the
first place.

Jim Peck
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~I. Purvos. of the ‘ar v % nggi' %’
A. The Advinistration's Victnan policiy is . — -
justifiable in teris ofthe following: ‘ :
l.Vietnni: is o test case for 'ars of
National Liberation" 67 20 271 30
2. The war " elps contzin Chinese influcnce 42 13 27h 37

3.Tue war is an c¢ffort to safesuard South

Vietnaii's ri-ht to self--deterinincotion

against a - gression. Lo 15 201 85

L, “he war helps prevent the spread of cormmuaisn

into other areas of Asia (throush fdoriino

theory) Ly 14 282 8
Be The Aquinistration has »resented an accept- 26 9 303 g1
able explanation that justifies its policy in Vietnan:
C. We have already lost the war in terns .
of stated objectives 261 81 61 16

II. Escalation and de-escalation questions
A.vould you support:

1. An invasion of North Vietnan 7 2 332 98
2. ‘"Hot pursuit® into Cartbodia and Laos 31 12 206 &8
%, An inmeciate .5, withdrawal 166 50 167 50
4,Gradual and unilateral U.S. troop with-

drawal under unbrella of nerotiations 262 88 39 12
5. An “enclave’ approach(or adaptation there-

of) as a viable :eans of de-escalatin; thewar 174 53 157 L7
6. A rapid escal-ticn of the war as a means

to a quick victory 18 6 325 94
7. The use of tactical nuclear weapons Vi 2 339 98
8. An end to our borbin: of North Vietnan 298 69 40 11

III, Negotiztions
A. Has the Ldiinistration ma“e realistic
efforts to enter into nepotiations? 51 16 274 84

B. Would & negotiated settlerient that leads to

a commyunist government in the south be so

ininical to our national interests that we should

continue the war? 23 7 318 93

C. Sbould we explicitly state ouvr will-~
ingness to nejotiate directly with the NLF? 122 86 19 14

IV, General Questions

A+ Does escalation of the war increase

prospects of war with China? 318 ok 20 6
B. Do vou thinlz that a de-escalation of the war will
will require a different aciinistrntion? 275 85 48 15

C. Do you support those individuals who decide

to refuse cooperation with tht Selective Serv-

ice systen because they consider the war

in Vietram unjust and imnoral? 272 83 57 17



REZSOLUTION BALLOT
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7 Absolute votes Eptal votes

I, Individual Vote~ Ixpress your opinion on each -of the resolutions

Resolution lunber 1

Support 70 261

Do not Support 15 51

Abstain 15 51 363
lesolution Humber 2

Support 1T , 69

Do Not Support eV 288

Abstain 12 34 ‘ 371
Resolution Nunber 3 ‘

Suport 61 216

Do Not Support 26 96

Abstain 13 43 360
Resolution jfuriber &

Supsort a7 281

Do Hof' Support 13 Lo

Abstain ‘ 10 27 367

11, Preferential Vote- Of the four resolutions, checlz the nusber of
the one which i"ost nearly expresses ycur opinion.

Resolution Number 1 19 65

Resolution Nuiber 2 14 50

*tesolution Nunmber 3 39 142

Resolution Number 4 28 166 267

* Nlesolution accepted as the "sense of the e eting®
w2

Added note: Copices of the orizinal textz of the resolutions may be
obtained by writing to the newsletter. ‘



PROYOL.LLS

In"A %+t ¢ nt of somrci.n: for th. P oi.rrion,” “1.vm up by
ar-cu S ostu ornts of the corrittes of Ari-n Etulfiue -t Jarhing-
ten Ucdivercity (St. Louic) -né pres.nted to the Vi.tn'm Coucuc
in Philzas . 1phi..; tho A(FDTi“ity oi -Agi-n schelare, witting or
un 1tu1nr, in US volicy in Ari~ 1i¢ ;certed.  Two £2 turar of
th. ficle co p to contribut to thie &% nce: th. ‘innnecing of
th nrof eeion ~nd the n o ture of ite mecthodology. To correct
thic bOL?rOil‘lﬂg =wogition a Lomnitm.nt to the necd for revo-
luticen ry <h nge in Agion lownde ir urovn, wnd " oconconm ittnt
re-ori.nt-tiocn-of tho ccholarchip and t. ching;in'thJ fivle.
To pursu. thesce ticke, the {ollowing concrete fug"<tlon* have
biecn malc: ;

1) the influcnce of government finneing: if, ~¢ h'c beén alleg-
vG, thu CIA~has'virtu‘11y creted the $icld of Leouth Lot Asian
Stutics, whnt are we going to do aveut it, how ¢an we (from what
-fin nceinl cources ) cr\-tu an inte llcctually incfepondent £icla?

2) the rol-tic n‘hlp between resirreh ingtitutes oné cov.ornment
azencice:  why chould thuy.be privy 1o our ckille and rc¢:ources
when we, ror. oftén th'n net, hove no nwe.ag to th iy inlorma—
ticn--froe: wontly obtained thrcuﬂh our p . ruvicinaticn?

3) n-~lyeis of forcisn policy &scurgtlonﬂ° what ig nation-build-

ing? “hy ¢i7 kortow'c wrong thucirs on cconoric T v lopm.nt Work
in T iwan®

J4) new o umptions for forcign policy would imply roe.:rch of
n.w “reos in now weye, onéd old or.hge in new whys.  This woul?

1 ¢ to ruch tucetions ag:  Are Tlh“t and Victn~r ..omp-r blc in-
ct-ncus of genocice? :

5) pogition papeie to couriter ¢xirting once, such e the “counter-
Tuxcdo®” st tormint cuiruently being prepoered at ¥Yale Univercity.

Co th't rtutice nd p.pers on th.: . topice will b. will-cocu-
r.ntod ond Jdoponding of our nttonticon, it is nwcessnry that thsey
b cor« objects oif currint :tufy within th. gr:cunt. c-bhoolec 2nd
Y. 2rch inctitut. e, thit proi.cecore rocoir.n’ ancé cfurunts re—
cueet cork in thugoe oura g——a& courc. popers, seminar topiceo,

ro¢ rch projecte. '

Whonover vnoush papers on 'Iy onc of thoge or oth.r intcrrol-:ted
torice hﬁvc been profuced we chould then pkan  to  publich thom

e o book.

Pli.~eo forw-rd to the weletter spscific suggoertions for imple-
1 nting th. concorns cnunciated in thoe Yetatom nt of Cons scicnec®
-=in tcrmc of p~pure proposed, other topice, othir ways 1o pur-
suc the concsrng so th:t c¢voryonc in thb profuerion con know
ihat icg bﬂlnq fon., wh-t c:i'n b.. qond, wh't necds to b, “onc.

Leigh Kagon
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April 24, 1948
Dear Dean Phelp-::

On the morning of April 3, at the Boston Common, I turned
in my draft card. I felt this to be a reply to three different
types of "channeling" which I saw as affecting my own life,

First of all, it was a reply to General Hershey's statement that
manpower channeling " i1s the American or indirect way of achleving
what is done by direction in forelgn countries where cholce is not
permitted," I disasscciated myself from the draft system which
was flagrantly attempting to make me live a life without freedom;,

But I and my friends had been "channeled" long before General
Hershey ever got to us. We had been taught for years, implicitly
and expliéiitly, that we had no ch2ilce but to 1live as we were living
if e ware to avold an unthinkable va:riety of horrors: that we
should not think for ourselves, sign any statements, speak as we
believed, or appear consPicuous to others, My reply on April 3
then, was to choose what I felt to be a sane, moral, integral,
and avallable~alternative to the 1life I had been living.

Finally, I entered into resistance against an American gov-
ernment which was, with the help of the men provided by the draft,
attempting the most serious type of "channeling" outside our own

country. This 1s especially obvious in Vietnam where it denles
the people of South Vietnam the opportunity to consider viable
a2 lternatives to their present government, Moreover, as that at-
tempt at "channeling" (or,as it is called, "+inning the hearts and
minds of the Vietnamese people") met opposition, the American
government, through i1ts armed forces, commited acts of such un-
believable horror as to be unbearable to a thinking person,

On the afternoon of April 3, on returningto my apartment, I
found a letter from Harvard University offering me a National
Defense _Fellowship to study Chinese language and history, at
Harvard, ' in the"national interest" for a government which has
for years been flagrantly working against that interest. The
mistake in a sense had been mine, I had applied for the grant,
thoughtlessly, and for thtt I apologlze, Nonetheless, arriving
as it did, at the moment it did, it seemed 1like .2 bribe (even
if obviously an unconscious one). "You made your silly gesture ,
it sald, now forget it, and take this money." "There are no strings
attached," said my friends and perhaps not.

My friends, in fact, offered me several rather cogent reasons
for accepting the money., Some saild, "Why not take 1t? The gov-
ernment's not monoli thic., Why oppose all the government as if 1t
were one, when you can actually accept this and go on with your
activities against those parts of the government you don't like?"
And T had to agree., No, the government's not monZ&iithic. But all
I can suggest 1s some of the doubts I nenetheless held: First,
while there are explicit laws which prevent federal employees
from speaking up on political matters, there are also, 1t seems to
me, implicit emotional laws which often bind those federal employ-
ees called teachers who spend their time on government funds,
Sometimes too easily we convince ourselves that there will be no
strings attached to what we badly want or badly need., Yet it secms
to me clear that the massive government funding of the Chinese
fieiﬁ? impelled by the concept of China as a mortal enemy of the
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United States, has had a strong effect on everything our field has
produced. It i1s hard enough to keep a clear mind and an 1ndep~ﬂdént
stand in such an atmosphere without the pressures of continued fund -
ing, of the training of C.I.A, agents in our department#, of the
blandishments of the Defense Department which wlll buy our “jooks

1f only they can be classified beyond our view for ten years, of
the offers 'to show those chosen ones of us secret information from
China which 1s, of course, to be used only selectively. Finally

I suppose. everyone must pick his own way of protesting what offends
him and:I simply would repeat that it can be a more difficult feat,
emotionally, to protest against a government from which you have
just recelved filnanclal support.

Others of my friends have saild, "Tom, don't be an utter fool,
take the money and use 1t € subvert the purpose of the .government
in givini 1t to you." But I'm afraild I'm not tempermunt®ally
sulted to this method, It is hard enough, in this country, to
wrench oneself out.of apathetic fear and the once-every-fourth-
year satisfactlion of casting a vote, without taking an immedlate
step back into that situation. Even were this path appealing to
me, as 1s so often the case, i1t would surely fall by the wayside
of "good sense" and a desire for ccntinued'"security", 1.e. for
renewal of the money.

And still others have said,"Don't give 1t up, Tom, take 1t,
but carve out your ovn autonomous sphere and forget the government "
A few perhaps can truly do this, but most of us fall 2 way sooner
or later into feelings of obligation, into a sense of complicity,
into weakness, and our "sphere" dissolves before us.

Others have even said, "But Tom, compared to other flelds,
the Aslan field is not so bad at all. This 1s Jjust the:way things
are all over and you might as well face facts. What you're really
talking about 1s a transformation of the educational system."

That I reply 1s no excuse for what goes on 1n our own fleld: and,
as a matter of fact, a transformation of the educatlional system so
that the government did not so blatantly seduce, undermine, and
explolt scholars would not bother me in the least, ' But certainly
I can not expect something of others if I am not willing to take

a first, minor and somewhat hesitant step towards it myself.

Finally, what about the NDFL? It is, I have been todd, in-
nocuous, falirly administered, and helpful to the promotion of
learning, I won't bother to dis pute this, But like so many
first steps, so many deals we enter where we are assured there
are''no strings," we are later surprised to find ourselves trapped.
I look at this first step and it ssems so harmi:ss, in fact so
inviting; but Ilook at the results in the field of modern Chinese
studles and I say "no," I will take my chances another way wilth
few regrets.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas M, Engelhardt
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PROSPECTS FOR GRADUATE-LEVEL ASIAN
, STUDIES IN CANADA :

s

Reactions to the Vietnam war and the draft on the part of American
students have taken numberous forms--willing acquiescence, erlistment
in the army, unhappy but silent disapproval, militant anti-war activities,
and (more recently) induction refusal and Resistance. One option open
to students that is rarely discussed is emigration to Canada to avoid
conscription. The following is an investigative swing through Eastern
Canada by two graduate students at Harvard who surveyed graduate
programs in Asian studies at the major universities in the belief--
sad but increasingly borne out--that such events as the Philadelphia
Vietnam Caucus and electoral politics would have little influence over
our fate. a.t the hands of the Selective Service. Indeed, recent events
seem to confirm many of our fears. Even if peace talks ever do break
out, the war will probably drag on for some time, the draft will continue,
and latest estimates by Gen, Hershey all for larger draft calls in fiscal
1969, not a reduction.

The situation has, therefore, changed little or not at all since
Lyndon Johnson's dramatic, but less than convincing, statement of
March 31. Our brief survey--including material received from British
Columbia schools--should be valuable for any students who find themselves
considering emigration to Canada, '

A point of information: Canada is not a carbon-copy of the United
States. As a modern industrial societ;'{-t' does share many characteristic
features of American Civilizatio'nugas stations, billboards, housing
developments--but it is also subtly different in intercsting ways. The
military is not ubiquitous but insignificant; its minority problem is one of
language rather than race, though equally critical; and Queen Elizabeth
still reigns over the Dominion.

Best of all, there is a remarkable sense of freedom in Canada.
The Vietnam war is merely a bad dream bothering someone else, and
there is very little of the frantic sense of impending disaster so common
(and grimly real) here. On the other side of the ledger, there is 2
parallel feeling of isolation; many expatriated Americans are troubled
by homesickness, and students find money more difficult to come by.
If one is capable of making the psychologically difficult step of breaking
completely with the United States, he will find Canada a pleasant place
quite unlike the "Rose Marie'" 1mage. Anyway, for many it is not a matter
of choice, '
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Canada lags behind the United States in Asian Studies and is only
beginning to expand and div ersify its academic programs to catch up
with American efforts. This is perhaps the most serious problem facing
American Asian scholars in Canada, and students should be aware that
Canadian schools are generally poorer in facilities, staff and financial
resources. Only one school--British Columbia-~has an adequate library,
though others are attempting to build up their collections. Likewise, it
is impossible to find the ''regional studies'' approach, British traditions
still being predominant, so that the only route is through the discigines,
languages and literature, history, etc., Given these handicaps, however,
Canadian schools still have a great deal to offer in Asian Studies, with
the following three universities in the forefront.

The University of Toronto offers courses in the Indian, Chinese,
and Japanese areas, including advanced language study in each. At
present a Ph.D is available only in Indian languages and literature;
Chinese and Japanese are limited to M, A, and M, Phil., but the faculty
is substantial in both. Staff is also good in other fields, especially
Japanese history, but still quite young. They are scattered and students
must apply to the appropriate department. Toronto cannot handle a large
number of new students, but the professors we talked to indicated their
sympathy and promised to help. An additional spur is the practice in
Ontario of granting all graduate students small fellowships. (These
would not be available until next year,)

McGill is just beginning to set up a programn, with only Chinese taught
now., Japanese is planned for the near future, and Near Eastern languages
are available in Montreal. McGill's strongest side is Modern China,
particularly in economic, politics, and sociology. Graduate students
entering McGill would, in effect, be getting in on the ground floor and
would be involved in building up a growing program.

British Columbia is the most balanced of the Canadian universities
in terms of faculty, program, and facilities. The Asian library is ade-
quate for advanced graduate study, and languages are taught at all
levels. The major problem, naturally, is money--the provincial legis~
lature is a notorious skinflint, However, this is universal in Canada,
and U, B. C. is generally the best bet, perhaps really the only choice for
students with any advanced work already under their belts.

At least two schools provide a reasonable program for students
at an elementary level of language training and interested in graduate
work in the disciplines: Sir George Williams University in Montreal
and Simon Fraser University in Vancouver, Both offer little in Asian
studies, but have intriguing and vaguely leftish graduate programs,
with possibilities for teaching. They are also close to schools with Asian
programs, and may establish their own departments.
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Obviously a decision to emigrate to Canada is not to be made lightly
or naively. One should be aware of the legal and psychological results
that such a decision will'mean--for example, the likelihood that one
can never return to the United States.

Canada will be glad to have you, ‘but it would be childish to view
emigration as a pleasant and temporary excursion. If one does make
the decision, information should be obtained from one of the anti-draft
goups in Canada about the technicalities of becoming a landed immigrant,
And one should be extremely cautious in arranging the move; reliable
reports from Canada tell of CIA and FBI agents harassing ex-Americans,
and the author experienced Border Patrol surveillance in Northern
Vermont, Even secrecy--melodramatic or not--is advised.:

The idea of becoming an exile is hardly an attractive one. Given
the present circumstances, however, it may be a very reasonable

"alternative'' indeed. ;
Jon Livingston



CANADA "~ UESTICNNAIRE

For the benefit of graduate students considering emigration to
Canada to continue graduate studies there and for those Canadian grad-
uate schools which will be attempting to absorb the new wave of pro-
spective students after June, a commitice has been formed to determine
the size of this group and how best to intergrate these students into
comparable Canadian programs. Application for admission must be made
to the individual university as soon as poscible to be certain of a place.
June or July is usually the deadline for mest of these schools,

A copy of this questionnaire should be sent for each student in this

‘category to:

Jon Livingston
14 Sumner Road
Cambridge, Mass, 02138

1. Name

Address

2. Which Canadian universities are you seriously considering applying
to?

3. KEducaticnal background:
Undergraduate B. A, in ’ ; . Special

emphasis in Asian studies? . Date and college

at which issued .

Graduate degrees . Discipline .

Late and university at which issued .
4. Current status (graduate year) . <chool .
Liscipline ' .
5. Language training: Language(s) .
Years studied .

6. Career goal: Tecaching ; college ; high school .

Cther ' : : .

7. Draft status now ; after June . Age .
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A CALL FCR FRCTES3ICTAL STUL-SEARCTING

(Crizinally a letter to Prof. John Jatt)

I am writing to pursue the possibility of taking concrete
steps to further the aims of the newly formed Committee of
Concerned Asian 5cholars. The CCAS emerged from the Vietnam
Caucus at the recent meeting of the Association for Asian Studies
on the basis of graduate student demands that the profession act
more independently and effectively in bringing its expertise to
bear in the realm of politics and public education, If CCAS was
born of a feeling of crisis growing out of the Vietnam war, and
if much of the activity which it has subsequently generated is
directed toward the imnediate problem of Vietnam, there were
many who sensed t4he importance of longer range professional
considerations for Asian scholars.

I feel that the following proposal would go a long way
toward lezitimizing and forwarding the concerns embodied in the
formation of the Committee. I suggest that this summer we finance
half a dozen graduate students (and perhaps one professor) to
initiate full-tiwe research into t“e*’* furdamental issues con-
cerning the Asian studies professions its values, methodologzy,
goals, financing, and its relationship, actual and ideal, to
America®” foreign policy--that is, the concerns articulated in the
student *3atement of Conscience for the Frofession.? T .envision
the participants in the project, drawn from centers throushout
the country, worlzinz in the Cambridgce area where they could provide
a nucleus for the wor!'t of the CCAS and its newsletter and at the
conclusion of the project return to their universities to stir
further interest in the work of the organization. The results of
their research might also be utilized in one or more panels at
the next AAS meetinz or our own meeting prior to it. The partici-
pants in the project might meet on a regular basis among themselves
and perhaps, at their invitation, with faculty sharing common
interests who are in the Cambridze area next summer. {I for one
would hope to participate in the project in this fashion.)

These proposals grow out of suggestions made to me by
fhoads iurphey who envisioned zraduate students or younger
scholars devoting a year or two to such long range concerns. To
be sure, a summer provides time to do little more than to initiate
such a project, but it is hoped that the participants would con-
tinue their work subsequently on their own campuses, supported
by their own centers.

“"low would such a project be financed and at what cost? I
should thinit that the modest sum of four or five thk:ousand dollars
would cover all expenses for half a dozen graduate gtu dents
during a three month period of research. The source of financing
is a more complex and ticklish problem, in part because our
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Asian centers are, if I may say so, little used to cooperating
with each other. iy hope would be that the major centers
interested in such a project--hopefully, at th-e very least,
michigan, Zerleley, Chicaro, Yale, Pennsylvania, Cornell,
Columbia and “arvard--would contribute funds specifically for
this project through the CCAS. A less satisfactory possibility
might be for each center to finance one. of its own graduate
students to participate in the nroject.

3ecause time is so short if we are to act this summer I
am taking the liberty of requesting that Professors Fairbank
and turphey, who have indicated stronz interest in these questions,
investirate possible avenues for organizine and financing this
project-~if they deem it significant.

Assumine that no "angel®” or single benefactor appears to
finance the entire project, T would tentatively suggest that .
those major centers interested in the project be prepared to
contribute $500-700 toward its realization, and smaller centers
$200 (I am today submitting a formal request for the latter
sum to the Asian Studies Committee, 7ashington University).

A committee with representatives of sponsoring institutions
might then review research proposals and select the recipients
of our summer grant. I will be prepared to serve as secretary
and clearing house for such proposals until such time that a
responsible committee can be constituted.

(Copies of this letter were sent to numerous individuals, and

efforts are under way to implement this suzgestion.)

Marlk Selden
“Tashington University
St. Louis
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NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS

University of Arizona (from a letter to Prof, Watt)

After recelving your letter, a few of us on the faculty of the
Oriental Studies Department organlized a meeting of graduate students and
and scholars of Aslan studies, Our meeting coinclded with the travel
plans of Prof, Falrbank, who gave a talk on China to approximately six
hundred people at the University and then came to our smaller meeting,

We were surprised at the turnout for our local CCAS. We had
twenty-three people attending, including five faculty members, two
teaching assistants, and the rest graduate students, We seem to have g
number of persons eager to do something, but we are not exactly certain
what we should do,

Prof, Falrbank suggested educational programs on the community
level, and we will be contacting such groups as the Kiwanis Club and the
League of Women Voters, asking them 1f they would like to have a speaker
talk to thelr group about the "China problem" or some such subject re-
lated to Asia, We may also meet in study groups to prepare policy state-
ments, which we can then submit to your proposed newsletter,

Right now we should like to hear from you agasin concernling more
specific ways in which we can be useful. Needless to say we welcome
recelving any information you are disseminating, I might add that the
material you sent me on March 29th came at a decisive moment: those of
us who had attended the Vietnam Caucus in Philadelphla were trying to
decide what to do next when your letter arrived. It gave us the push
we needed to organize our first meeting.

Gall Bernstein

Cornell Unilversity

A student-faculty commlittee, including undergraduates, was formed
at Cornell on April 14th 1968, The committee has already made substant-
ial progress in fulfllling our aims of offering some specialized know-
ledge of Aslan affalrs to the campus body in particular and to the
community at large,

Lectures were glven by our President during the recent weeks at
teach~ins at both Elmira College and Potsdam State College, arranged
through a process of llalson which has been established with the
Tompkins County Peace Association,

In the 1imited time avallable to us before the end of the semester,
a serles of training seminars are being offered by faculty members and
graduate students specializing in Southeast Asia and Chinag. Tentative
topics include China-SEA relations, SEA Communism, end the NLF, Some
seventy students have sligned up for these speclal sessions, and it 1s
hoped that they will in turn pass on thelr knowledge at talks to their
local community groups during the summer vacation. Annotated biblio-~
graphies and other supplecmentary materlals wlll be made avallable to
concerned students, all of whom, it should be mentioned, have had
some experience in Asian studies.

We zrc in the process of arranging, in conjunction with the
Inter-Fraternity Council, a symposium on Vietnam given entirely by
Vietnamese nationsls studying at Harvard, Yasle, Western Ontarioc and
Cornell. The symposium will be held on May 12 and 13, the first
evening belng devoted to vresenting the Vietnemese world view, and will
include poetry-reading and music, while the second evening will feature
a Vietnamese notion of current events in that country. Dr. George Kahin,

1o -


http:Southea.st

RN

LA

e
3

Director of Cornell's SE Asia Program, will act as moderator,

We would be pleased to offer research assistance to readers of this
newsletter. Coples of the annotated bibliographies . plus research mat-
erials may be obtained on recuest, During the coming summer we hope
to continue the work of tralning sessions for summer school students,
many of whom will be high school teachers. Interested Committee mem-
bers on other campuses who may be in the Ithaca area are invited to
contect Mrs. Christine Pelzer White, 413 Dryden Road, Ithaca, NY 14850.

Ohio State University (from a letter to Prof. Fairbank)

I have followed with interest the proceedings of the Vietnam Caucus
at the Philadelphia meeting, There is a time - and this is it - for
agitation, and the more forceful a statement the better, But members
of the AAS are primarily educators, and in the long run it will be in
that capaclity that thelr influence 1s greastest, The crylng need as I
see 1t 1s to get Vietnam out of the free universities end to the regu-
lar curriculum, We have done that at 0.5.U., and I wonder whether
our experience might not be of interest to others.

The obvious dilemma is that there sre so few Southeast Asis spec-
1a1ists., The rest of us are inclined to be modest about our competence
in Vietnam, Two factors offset our presumed inadeguscy. First, th#¥ere
is a very large degree of carryover from Chine or Japen to Vietnam; I
have been surprised at how large it is. Second, lectures are only one
part of a course, and there is no shortege of excellent readings from
highly oualiflied experts. Vietnam courses need hot be restricted to
schools wlth Southeast Asia programs.

Another obstacle is time: few of us have the lelsure to work
up new courses, But If the load 1s sp read, the labor is reduced
greatly, and the ouelity of the product improved.

The 0 S.U. departments hsve an open course number at an advanced
level for "speclal group studies," and it 1s under this title that we
received approvel only in January. EVen with so little advance notice,
our enrolment is close to 300. (Our 'rice paddies' course usually
drawys 40-50.) I think Vietnam courses will sprout up all over if
the proper encoursgement is offered.

--a copy of the syllesbus czn be obtained by writing: Richard Minear,
Dept., of History, 216 North Oval Drive, Columbus, Ohio 43210.

Yale University (from a letter to Prof. Watt)

Two weeks ago we held an organizational meeting to establish the
Yale CCAS. 1In attendance were about twenty graduate students and one
faculty member, We are hoping to incresse the membership over the next
month, We discussed sevcral posslbilities for actidn:

(1)monthly seminars on topics relating to contemporary Asia and US
policy to be conducted by various faculty mcmbers and graduate students
with expertise in such fields., These seminars w i1l be open to mem-
bers of the Yale CCAS and the New Haven community. The first of these
seminars will be held in early May -- the speaker will be Sam Popkin
of the Economics Dept. on the toplc of "Vietnamese Villages."

(2) invitations to three or four speskers per year from other
universities, government service, etc, to deliver open lectures con-
cerning the ssme sort of toples,

(3) providing spezkers to civic and religlous organizations in the
New Haven srea on problems relating to Americen foreign policy towgrds
the Far East., We have had 2 group at Yele called the East Aslg Infor-
mation Project which has performed this function over the past academic
year, EAIP will now be merged with the Yale CCAS.
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&) farmetion of policy groups amcong graduate students and faculty
here at Ysle., It 1s anticipated that these will be informal groups
of people in related fields who will consider questions directly
related to thelr areces of speclallization. Any resglutions that are
developed in thls manner will be sent on to you for ‘distribution
1n the newsletter.

(5) contacting Connecticut congressmen and news media to inform
them of our existence and our willingness to provide any information
or advice at our disposal. The New Haven papers have zlready been
notified about the CCAS and heve glven us generous coversage.

Robert B, Oxnam and John Whitmore

A NOTE ON MESSY DETAILS

This newsletter is the first concrete result of the Philadelphia
Vietnam Ceucus. It is intended to be 2 wide-open forum for debate
and discussion of Asian offairs for which there 1s presently no
effective means of expreseion, We expect 1t to be controversiel; if
it is not, we will be disespnointed., This first issue indicates the
type of issues which seem of immediste urgency. The number and length
will very sccording to what we receive as articles. All readers -
both frculty members and students - o2re urged to submit zrticles on
"rclevent" issues or enything bugging them about the field.

Our pddress, until further notice, will be CCAS, c/o Kagan,

96 Ellery Strect, Cembridge, Mess. 02138,

We decided to charge, since our enternrise requires money like
any business, the cminently repgsonsble sum of $5.00 for a year'
subscription. For your money you will recelive a tenteotive six
1ssucs. Ve hope to nrint longer esseys end critigues, and all "profits
will be nlowed back into the newsletter.

If enyone cen think un o more sultable name for elther the
Committee or the newsletter, vlease let us know. We will adopt any
truly irrecisteble sugtcestions.

We will forwerd unon reouest coples of the St. Louis "Statement
of Conscience for the Profession" and the Vietnam Caucus resolutions'
complete text as long as they hold out.

1

The Zditors
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